
real world of work, and em-
powering them to grow as 
young men and women of 
strong character, ready for 
college and prepared with the 
tools to unlock the opportuni-
ties that await them. 

All of us have much to learn.  
We want to strengthen our-
selves as a school and work 
study program; we want to 
offer the support systems our 
students and families need, 

(Continued on page 3) 

Dear Friends, 

The first day of school for 
anyone is usually a mix of 
nervousness and excitement.  
When we opened our doors to 
welcome 127 students, we all 
felt a great sense of anticipa-
tion – it was THE first day in 
the history of our new Don 
Bosco Cristo Rey High 
School (DBCR) never to be 

repeated again.  We have be-
gun our history and I am 
proud to present the first issue 
of our “Dreams Alive” news-
letter for this founding year. 

Enjoy these pages which give 
you a glimpse of the begin-
nings of our unfolding jour-
ney as a new Catholic high 
school of the Archdiocese of 
Washington in the ‘Cristo 
Rey’ model.  We have begun 
to celebrate what will no 
doubt be many “firsts” in the 
initial year of our school’s 
existence.  From here on, the 
challenge that remains will be 
forming a strong family of 
faith offering our students and 
their families a great Catholic 
preparatory education, provid-
ing an experience of profes-
sionalism and learning in the 

How many high school students do you know who 
would willingly cut their summer short by three weeks 
to begin school early and go through intensified business 
training?  It just goes to show that the Don Bosco Cristo 
Rey founding Class of 2011 means business!   

In August, all students participated in three weeks of 
classes to prepare them for the unique Corporate Work 
Study Program of their high school experience.  Courses 
included Computer/Typing Orientation, Microsoft 
Word, and Excel; as well as Filing Basics, Seven Habits 

(Continued on page 2) 

Don Bosco Cristo Rey’s Found-

ing Cornerstone. 

Family Beginnings����
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We Mean BUSINESS��
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A note from Father Steve... 

Faculty member, Nellie Jackson, assists 
the new students in computer basics. 

Members of the Don Bosco 
Cristo Rey founding class. 
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We Mean Business! (Continued from page 1) 

September 13, 2007, marked a historic day in 
the life of Don Bosco Cristo Rey as students, 
faculty, staff, families, honored guests and 

(Continued on page 4) 
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to ALL our Business 
Bootcamp volunteer 
trainers: 

· OFFICEPRO, Inc. 
-particularly Judy 
Stephenson & 
Juan Contreras -
24+ hours of 
Computer    
Training 

· Kathleen          
Asdorian (DBCR 
Board Member)-
Business Ethics 

· Bonnie Shute & 
Saundra Madyun
(Jones Day) - 
Confidentiality 

· John Bondanella - 
Excel Training 

· Diana Bondanella 
& Mary Brogan—
Classroom       
Assistants 

· Steve Krzanowski 
& Seth Van Den 
Bergh—Computer 
and Classroom   
Set-up 

The Class of 2011 and special guests Fr. Jim Heuser, SDB, Tony Snow, Archbishop 
Wuerl, Dr. Patricia Weitzel-O’Neill, and Fr. John Foley, S.J. 

Tony Snow tours the future library (above) and 
shares a light moment with Archbishop Wuerl 
(below). 

of Highly Effective Teens, Business 
Ethics, Confidentiality, and the Don 
Bosco Cristo Rey Difference.  Team-
building was an additional focus as the 
students navigated a ropes course.   
The DBCR faculty and staff teamed 
up with incredible community volun-
teers and job sponsor trainers to pre-
sent the unique experience that offers 
these eager freshmen tangible skills 
and tools to join the adult workforce.   �

Freddie Flores works on a spread-
sheet during the Excel course at 
Business Boot Camp. 

Kiana Lord takes on the 
challenge of the Business 
Boot Camp ropes course. 

Archbishop Wuerl poses with our students imme-
diately following the Grand Opening Eucharist. 

Veronica Giron speaks on behalf of the class 
of 2011 while 100 guests listen attentively. 

#$���
��������%��������������
������&�

> , 8 � - $ � � " 6 * 8 �



and the activities and athletic programs that will mark our school as one that 
molds the young on every level.  We know that we cannot do this alone.  We 
must place all our trust for this new educational endeavor in God and in Mary, 
Help of Christians, St. John Bosco’s Madonna.  Celebrate our Family and our 
Faith in this newsletter and know of our prayers for all of you.  Please remember 
us in your prayers as well. 

In Christ, our Shepherd and King, 

 

 
Rev. Steve Shafran, SDB 
President 

(Continued from page 1) 

* � " � � � � � 6 $ $ 7 8 � 9 �  � � 8 � � �

�����������	
�����
��������������
� � � � � � � � � �����
�
�������������

Samaria Mpiani, Destiny Willard 
and Essence Jones. 

Lourdes Rodriguez and Raquel Escoe.  Stephane Vilson and Eric Mack. 
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Salesian spirituality is the foundation of and reason for the 
academic rigor of Don Bosco Cristo 
Rey High School.  St. Francis de 
Sales, who inspired the work of our 
patron, St. John Bosco, taught stu-
dents to “be who you are and be it 
well.” Don Bosco Cristo Rey High 
School uses this motto to ground all 
academic curricula and guide stu-
dents towards self-knowledge and 
action.   
Immersed in this vision, students 
deepen their relationships with God 
and develop their understanding of 
themselves, their vocation and  their place in this world.  

“Be who you are and be it well,” will be broken down into 
smaller themes to focus the program 
for each of the four grades:   
· “Who am I?” 
·  “How do I stay true to who I am?”  
· “How do I become the best me?”   
· “What is my place in the world?”   
In exploring and answering these 
questions students will not only gain 
the knowledge and skills needed for 
success in college, but they will also 
know how to be who they are meant 
to be and be that well, prepared for a 

life full of joy, peace, and constant growth.  
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“So many 

wonderful 

opportunities are 

available, and I 

know that here, I 

can get the 

support I need to 

do the work I need 

to do to get there.” 

-Veronica Giron 

Class of 2011 

Grand Opening 

Celebration 

Address 

Don Bosco 

greets all who 

enter the 

halls of this 

new Salesian 

work. 
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DBCR Students Give Back with 

Georgetown and Fannie Mae 

the founding of DBCR. Throughout the spe-
cial program, each of the 
school’s Cornerstone Foun-
ders were recognized for their 
incredible contributions that 
made it possible for DBCR to 
open its doors.  Dreaming 
into the future, letters from 
every student were placed in 
the time capsule to be opened 
in 25 years, and Archbishop 
Wuerl blessed the renovation 
cornerstone.  
Two additional highlights 
included the words of DBCR Class of 2011 

representative, Veronica Giron, 
and outgoing White House 
Press Secretary Tony Snow, 
each of whom challenged the 
founding class to continue to 
dream and to take full advan-
tage of the amazing gift that is 
DBCR. 

friends of Don Bosco Cristo Rey 
gathered for our Grand Opening 
Celebration!  It was a fitting way 
to unveil the school and pay trib-
ute to all those who have helped 
make the dream come alive.  
It was a tremendous honor to 
have Archbishop Donald Wuerl 
preside at the Eucharist which 
began the day’s events.  In the 
program to follow, DBCR Presi-
dent Fr. Steve Shafran, SDB, 
focused on the hard work, faith, 
and example of those gathered 
who are a part of the miracle of 

On Saturday, November 17th, 45 
Don Bosco Cristo Rey students, 
faculty and staff helped make a 
difference in the lives of homeless 
people by participating in the 20th 
Annual Help the Homeless Walk-
athon.  Special thanks to DBCR 
Board Member Dr. Daniel Porter-
field of Georgetown University, 
one of our  founding Corporate Job 
Sponsors, who generously covered 
all of the students’ registration fees.  

The students learned more about 
Fannie Mae, another founding job 
sponsor, as their participation 
raised $800 for Covenant House.  
Making the “Don Bosco Cristo Rey 
Difference” come alive, the stu-
dents tangibly felt how their efforts, 
coupled with those of the other 
participants and the Fannie Mae 
Foundation, could truly make a 
difference in the lives of the home-
less in our community.  

> , 8 � - $ � � " 6 * 8 �

Faculty member, Dan McCarthy, 
accompanies DBCR students on the 
2007 Help the Homeless Walkathon. 

Members of the student choir join Fr. Abraham 
Feliciano, SDB, in singing God’s praises. 
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The Corporate Work Study Pro-
gram office is hard at work with 
nearly four months under our 
belt.  Like any staffing agency, 
we train our student employees, 
place well-qualified students 
into jobs, and provide excellent 

customer service to our job 
sponsors. 
I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to introduce you to the 
other employees who make this 
program a success.  As a former 
teacher with a recent Master’s in 
School Building Leadership and 
Administration, Morrise Har-
bour is an excellent job 
coach to our students. He 
also manages job-related 
discipline and transporta-
tion.   
Brother Tom Sweeney, 
SDB brings a wealth of 
management and youth 
ministry experience.  
Most recently, he led the 
Salesians Boys and Girls 
Club as the Executive 
Director. 
 He assists with various 
aspects of the program 

including site visits to current 
sponsors, liaising to the faculty, 
and coordinating the student per-
formance evaluations. 
We enjoy working as a team to 
further develop the program and 
bring continued quality service to 
our students and job sponsors.�

Who are all those sharp-dressed teenagers working 
alongside business professionals at such job sites 
as Chevy Chase Bank, the Montgomery County 
State’s Attorney’s Office, and Fannie Mae?  Why 
it is none other than the students of Don Bosco 
Cristo Rey who come prepared for both school and 
work in professional dress each day.  It is just an-
other sign that our students mean business and are 
demonstrating their uniqueness as they represent 
DBCR out in the working world. 

Dressing the Part 

Akin Gump Strauss 
Hauer & Feld LLP 

American Health 
Lawyers Assoc.  

Boland 

Catholic Charities of 
DC 

Chevy Chase Bank 

C-SPAN 

Fannie Mae 

FBB Capital Partners 

Georgetown University 

Gleason, Flynn, Emig 
& Fogleman 

Holy Cross Hospital 

Howrey LLP 

Impact Office Products 

Jones Day 

Miller & Long 
Concrete Construction 

Montgomery County 
State’s Attorney’s 

Office 

National Federation of 
Catholic Youth 

Ministry 

NIH & NOAA 
Recreation and Welfare 

Association 

Opus East, LLC 

PAHO/WHO Federal 
Credit Union 

Reznick Group 

Ricoh 

St. Thomas More 
Nursing and 

Rehabilitation Center 

Warren 
Communications News 

WorldSpace Satellite 
Radio 

Principal Maloney helps Saizon Mathis learn 
to tie his tie during the first days of Business 
Boot Camp. 
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Corporate Work Study Program Executive Director, Alicia Bondanella 

Program Assistant, Bro. Tom Sweeney, SDB, 
reviews reports with Alicia Bondanella and 
Morrise Harbour. 

Program Coordinator, Morrise 
Harbour, trains DBCR student 
Essence Jones. 
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Know someone interested in being a job sponsor? 

To make a referral or to hire a job team… 
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“In order to be truly 

happy, you must 

meet Jesus, because 

he alone can give 

you life, love and 

happiness!” 

-V. Rev. Pascual 

Chávez, SDB 

Fr. Chávez speaks of 

holiness and the gift of 

life to the  students dur-

ing his homily. 

A Day With Don Bosco: The Rector Major 
Visits DBCR 

“I want you to be happy, in this 
life and the next.”  These words 
were often spoken by St. John 
Bosco to the young people en-
trusted to his care and came 
through in the central message 
and meaning of the visit of the 
ninth successor of St. John 
Bosco, Fr. Pascual Chávez to 
Don Bosco Cristo Rey High 
School on September 26, 2007.  
 Fr. Chávez’s visit to DBCR 

was a truly historic event for both 
the Don Bosco Cristo Rey and Sale-
sian families.  For the members of 
the Salesian Family, the Rector Ma-
jor is not merely the world leader of 

the order.  For us, he is the 
successor of St. John 
Bosco, that is to say, he is 
Don Bosco for us today.   
As Fr. Chávez arrived, the 
student body and staff 
greeted him outside cheer-
ing.  After the morning as-
sembly and receiving a tour 
of the school, one of the 
theology classes joined Fr. 
Chávez for the chapel bless-
ing and student-led lectio 
divina prayer service.  The 
Rector Major also went to 
one of the job sites to see 
first-hand how well two of 
our students are doing in 
their work environment.  
The visit was certainly a 

scene reminiscent of what 
Don Bosco himself used to 
do when he visited his 
young apprentices on the 
job. 
It was a great grace to cele-
brate the votive Mass for 
St. John Bosco with the 
Rector Major.  He promised 
the students he would keep 
them in his heart and 
prayers.  It was truly a fam-
ily celebration and by the 
end of the visit, it was clear 
to all that something very 
special had taken place at  
Don Bosco Cristo Rey: we 
had just spent the day with 
Don Bosco. 
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DBCR student Alex Lopez, explains his 
work at St. Thomas More Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center to Fr. Chávez . 

Friday workers join Fr. Chávez for a blessing of the chapel. 
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Jahayra Corrales prepares to 
serve  up a victory as the Girl’s 
Volleyball team took on Carroll. 

2007 Boy’s Soccer Team The energetic Boy’s Cross Country 
team at the Glory Days Invitational. 

THANK YOU  

FALL COACHES!!! 
Rocco Russo, 

Boy’s Soccer 
Coach 

Danielle Lowther, 

Girl’s Soccer 
Coach 

Victor Unuajefe, 

Volleyball    
Coach 

Jennifer Warren, 

Cross Country 
Coach 
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The WOLFPACK Takes the Field! 
DBCR opened its first sports 
season with four fall teams: boys 
and girls cross country, boy’s 
soccer, girl’s soccer, and girl’s 
volleyball. Under the leadership 
of Mr. Frank Simpson, Athletic 
Director, each team has com-
peted very well in its first few 
games and matches.  

The boy’s soccer team, under the 
leadership of Coach Rocco 
Russo, earned the first victory in 

school history (3-2) against Cristo 
Rey Jesuit High School in Balti-
more. Making history once again, 
it was the first time that two 
Cristo Rey Network schools com-
peted against each other in sports.   

We look forward to more excite-
ment, more victories, more 
growth, and more great sports-
manship as both the boys and the 
girls basketball teams take to the 
court starting in November. 

“We are all part of a slow miracle.”   

Those words, uttered many years ago by 
a priest who founded homeless shelters 
and food banks throughout the D.C. area, 
adroitly addresses where we find our-
selves after three months of school. 

I am awestruck as I stroll through our 
building as our students and teachers are 
creating a beautiful reality each day in 
their studies, in their interactions, in their 
laughter, in their activities, and in their 
sports. All of this, mind you, was not in 
existence a mere three months ago. Our 
students’ achievements, sense of intellec-
tual curiosity, and striving in the face of 
doubt and ambiguity are heartwarming 
and courageous.  These young people are 
building a community for themselves 

and for so many who will follow. 

We need to celebrate the good we have 
all built, part of this slow miracle best 
known as Don Bosco Cristo Rey High 
School. And, we need to be patient with 
the growth we and our school are experi-
encing.  For now, while this slow miracle 
continues to take root, let us take to heart 
the words of Saint Paul:  

“Whatever is true, whatever is honor-
able, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, 
if there is any excellence and if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about 
these things.” (Philippians 4:8) 

  -Chris Maloney 
Principal Chris Maloney ex-
plains the meaning and con-
tents of  the school’s time cap-
sule. 
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· Photography 

· Sports Statistics 

· Social Justice in 
Government 

· Fashion 

· Step and Salsa 

· Fitness 

· Film Analysis 

· Debate 

· Chorus 

· Journalism  

TaShawn Black races in for a steal 
versus Cristo Rey Jesuit-Baltimore. 

Soccer co-captain Julio Her-
nandez celebrates victory with 
a future DBCR class of 2018 
student...his brother. 

Nancy Guzman waits at the starting 
line to hit the trail for the Girl’s Cross 
Country team. 



Nursing and Rehabilitation Center which resulted in 
$40,000 worth of Medicaid benefits awarded to the 
patient.  The most common complaint is that students 
finish assignments much more quickly and  accu-
rately than the supervisors anticipated!   We are 
grateful to our Job Sponsors for their dedication and 
time spent creating a meaningful work experience for 
these young professionals. 

“I may never hire another 
temp again.”  These are the 
words of Russette Samuel, 
Recruiting Manager of 
Howrey law firm.  The qual-
ity of work and motivation 
of the DBCR students ex-
ceeded her expectations and 
surpassed the performance 
of adult temporary employ-
ees.  Through the Corporate 
Work Study Program, stu-
dents are contributing to the 
bottom line of 24 companies 

throughout DC, Bethesda, 
Rockville, and suburban 

Maryland.   At Chevy Chase Bank, Lovie Banks 
Rose entered 56 loans into the computer in one day – 
more than any adult employee has ever accom-
plished!  Boland purchased and implemented a task 
management software program that Nathaniel 
Thorne recommended.  Jefri Sanchez researched a 
patient’s medical history at the St. Thomas More 

��������	
��

����	�

������	
���	�
��
�

�������		
������
������

3���$������3��	����#���

“I may 

never hire 

another 

temp 

again.”  

-Russette 

Samuel, 

of Howrey 

law firm.  
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DBCR students prepare to leave for work in our new 
van donated by Poor Robert’s Charities and The George 

Preston Marshall Foundation. 

Mayra Alvarenga hard 
at work.  

����������������

����������������� �!�"�#�������$�


	
	�%������&��'��

(�)�*�����)+�,���	

��

�����

,��$��#����������

����������������� �!�"�#�������$�

�-.-������/��
�

0�����#���+�����		�	�


